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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

The Contrac ting States,

RECOGNIZING that wild fauna and flora in their many beautiful and varied forms are an irreplaceable part of the

natural systems of the earth which must be protected for this and the generations to come;

CONSCIOUS of the ever-growing value of wild fauna and flora from aesthetic, scientific, cultural, recreational

and economic points of view;

RECOGNIZING that people s and States a re and sho uld be the best protectors of their own wild fauna and flora;

RECOGNIZING, in addition, that internationa l coopera tion is essential for the  protection  of certain spe cies of wild

fauna and flora against over-exploitation through international trade;

CONVINCED of the urgency of taking appropriate measures to this end;

HAVE  AGRE ED as follows:

ARTICLE I

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose o f the present Convention, unless the co ntext otherwise requires:

(a) "Specie s" means a ny species, sub species, or g eograph ically separate  populatio n thereof;

(b) "Specimen"  means:

(i) any animal or plant, whether alive or dead;

(ii)  in the case of a n animal: for species included in Appendices I and II, any readily recognizable part or

derivative thereof; and for species included in Appendix III, any readily recognizable part or derivative

thereof specified in Appendices III in relation to the species; and

(iii) in the case of a plant: for species included in Appendix I, any readily recognizable part or derivative

thereof;  and for species included in Appendices II and III, any readily recognizable part or derivative

thereof specified in Appen dices II and III in relation to the species;

(c) "Trade" means export, re-export, import and introduction from the sea;

(d) "Re-export" means export of any specimen that has previously been imported;

(e) "Introduction from the sea" means transportation into a State of sp ecimens o f any species wh ich were take n in

the marine environment not under the jurisdiction of any State;

(f) "Scientific Authority" means a national scientific authority designated in accordance with Article IX;

(g) "Management Authority" means a national management authority designated in accordance with Article IX;

(h) "Party" means a State for which the present Convention has entered into force.

ARTIC LE II

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

1. Appen dix I shall include all species threatened with ex tinction which a re or may b e affected by tra de.  Trad e in

specimens of these species must be subjec t to particularly strict re gulation in ord er not to end anger further th eir

survival and must only be authorize d in exceptional circumstance s.

2. Appendix II shall include:

(a) all species which although not necessarily now threa tened with ex tinction may b ecome so  unless trade in

specimens of such spec ies is subject to stric t regulation in o rder to avo id utilization inco mpatible with their

survival; and

(b) other species whic h must be sub ject to regula tion in order that trade in specimens of certain species referred

to in subpar agraph (a ) of this paragr aph may b e brough t under effective  control.

3. Appen dix III shall include  all species whic h any Party  identifies as being subject to regulation within its jurisdiction

for the purpose of preventing or restricting exploitation, and as needing the cooperation of other parties in the control

of trade.

4. The Parties shall  not allow trade in specimens of species included in Appendices I, II and III except in accordance
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with the provisions of the present Convention.

ARTIC LE III

REGULATION OF TRADE IN SPECIMENS OF SPECIES INCLUDED IN APPENDIX I

1. All trade in specimens of species included in Appendix I shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

2. The export of any specimen of a species included in Appen dix I shall require the prior grant and presentation of an

export pe rmit.  An exp ort permit sha ll only be grante d when the fo llowing cond itions have be en met:

(a) a Scientific Authority of the State of export has advised that such export will not be detrimental to the survival

of that species;

(b) a Management Authority of the State of export is satisfied that the specimen was not obtained in contravention

of the laws of that State for the protection of fauna and flora;

(c) a Management Authority of the State of export is satisfied that any living specimen will be so prepared and

shipped as to minimize the risk of injury, damage to health or cruel treatment; and 

(d) a Management Authority of the State of the export is satisfied that an import permit has been granted for the

specimen.

3. The import of any specimen of a species included in Appendix I shall require the prior grant and presentation of an

import permit and either an export permit or a r e-export ce rtificate.  An imp ort permit sha ll only be granted when

the following c onditions ha ve been m et:

(a) a Scientific Autho rity of the State of import has advised that the import will be for purposes which are not

detrimental to the survival of the species involved;

(b) a Scientific Autho rity of the State of im port is satisfied that the prop osed recip ient of a living spe cimen is

suitably equipped to house and care for it; and 

(c) a Management Authority of the State of import is satisfied that the specimen is not to be used for prim arily

commercial purp oses.

4. The re-export o f any specime n of a specie s included in A ppendix  I shall require the prior grant and presentation of

a re-export certificate.  A re-export certificate shall only be granted when the following conditions have been met:

(a) a Manag ement Auth ority of the State o f re-export is satisfied  that the specim en was imp orted into tha t State in

accordance with the provisions of the present Convention;

(b) a Management Authority of the State of re-export is satisfied that any living specimen will be so prepared and

shipped as to minimize the risk of injury, damage to health or cruel treatment; and 

(c) a Management Authority of the State of re-export is satisfied that an import permit has been granted for any

living specimen.

5. The introduction  from the sea o f any specime n of a specie s included in  Appendix I shall require the prior grant of

a certificate from a Management Authority of the State of introduction.  A certificate shall only be granted when the

following co nditions have  been met:

(a) a Scientific Authority of the State of introduction advises that the introduction will not be detrimental to the

survival of the species involved;

(b) a Management Authority of the State of introduction is satisfied that the proposed recipient of a living specimen

is suitably equipped to house and care for it; and 

(c) a Manag ement Auth ority of the State o f introduction  is satisfied that the spe cimen is  not to be use d for prima rily

commercial purp oses.

ARTIC LE IV

REGUL ATION O F TRAD E IN SPEC IMENS O F SPECIES IN CLUDE D IN APP ENDIX II

1. All trade in specimens of species included in Appendix II shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Article.

2. The export of any specimen of a species included in Appendix II shall require the prior grant and presentation of

an expor t permit.  An ex port perm it shall only be gra nted when th e following co nditions have  been met:

(a) a Scientific Authority of the State of export has advised that such expo rt will not be de trimental to  the survival

of that species;

(b) a Management  Authority of the State of export is satisfied that the specimen was not obtained in contravention
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of the laws of that State for the protection of fauna and flora; and

(c) a Management Authority of the State of export is satisfied that any living specimen will be so prepared and

shipped a s to minimize th e risk of injury, da mage to he alth or cruel trea tment.

3. A Scientific Authority in each Party shall monitor both the export permits granted by that State for specimens of

species included in Appendix II and the actual exports o f such specim ens.  Wh enever a S cientific Autho rity

determines that the export of specimens of any such species should b e limited in order to maintain that species

throughout its range at a  level consisten t with its role in the ecosystems in which it occurs and well above the level

at which that spe cies might be come eligib le for inclusion in A ppendix  I, the Scientific  Authority shall advise the

approp riate Management Authority of suitable measures to be taken to limit the grant of export permits for

specimens of that species.

4. The import of any specimen of a species included in Appendix II shall require the prior presentation of either an

export permit or a re-export certificate.

5. The re-export of any specimen of a species included in Appendix II shall require the prior grant and presentation

of a re-expor t certificate.  A re-expo rt certificate shall on ly be granted  when the follo wing cond itions have be en met:

(a) a Manag ement Auth ority of the State o f re-export is satisfied  that the specim en was imp orted into tha t State in

accordance with the provisions of the present Convention; and 

(b) a Management  Authority of the State of re-export is satisfied that any living specimen will be so prepared and

shipped a s to minimize th e risk of injury, da mage to he alth or cruel trea tment.

6. The introduction from the sea of any specimen of a species inc luded in A ppendix  II shall require the prior grant of

a certificate from a Management Authority of the State of introduction .  A certificate shall only be granted when the

following co nditions have  been met:

(a) a Scientific  Authority of the State of introduction advises that the introduction will not be detrimental to the

survival of the species involved; and

(b) a Manag ement Auth ority of the State  of introduction is satisfied that any living specimen will be so handled as

to minimize th e risk of injury, da mage to he alth or cruel trea tment.

7. Certificates referred to in p aragraph  6 of this Article m ay be grante d on the ad vice of a Scie ntific Authority, in

consultation with other natio nal scientific autho rities or, when ap propriate , international scie ntific authorities, in

respect of periods no t exceeding one year for total num bers of specimens to be  introduced in such period s.

ARTICLE V

REGUL ATION O F TRAD E IN SPEC IMENS O F SPECIES IN CLUDE D IN APP ENDIX III

1. All trade in specimens of species includ ed in App endix III sha ll be in accor dance with  the provisions of this Article.

2. The export of any specimen of a species included in Appendix III from any State which has included that species

in Appendix III shall require the prior grant and presentation of an export permit.  An export permit shall only be

granted wh en the followin g condition s have bee n met:

(a) a Management  Authority of the State of export is satisfied that the specimen was not obtained in contravention

of the laws of that State for the protection of fauna and flora; and

(b) a Management Authority of the State of export is satisfied that any living specimen will be so prepared and

shipped a s to minimize th e risk of injury, da mage to he alth or cruel trea tment.

3. The import of any specimen of a species inc luded in A ppendix  III shall require, except in circumstances to which

paragraph 4 of this Article applies, the prior presentation of a certificate of origin and, where the import is from a

State which ha s included tha t species in Ap pendix III, a n export p ermit.

4. In the case of re -export, a certificate granted by the Management Authority of the State of re-export that the

specimen  was proce ssed in that State  or is being re-e xported  shall be accepted by the State of import as evidence

that the provisions of the present Convention have been complied with in respect of the specimen concerned.

ARTICLE VI

PERMITS AND CERTIFICATES

1. Permits  and certificates granted under the provisions of Articles III, IV, and V shall be in accordance with the

provisions of this Article.
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2. An export pe rmit shall conta in the informatio n specified in the  model set fo rth in Appendix IV, and may only be

used for export within a period of six months from the date on which it was granted.

3. Each pe rmit or certificate  shall contain  the title of the present Convention, the name and any identifying stamp of

the Man agement A uthority granting it an d a contro l number as signed by the  Manag ement Auth ority.

4. Any copies of a  permit  or certificate  issued by a Management Authority shall be clearly marked as copies only and

no such copy may be used in place of the original, except to the extent endorsed thereon.

5. A separate perm it or certificate shall be required for each con signment of specimens.

6. A Management Authority of the State of import of any specimen shall cancel and retain the export permit or re-

export certificate and any corresponding import permit presented in respect of the import of that specimen.

7. Where  appropriate and feasible, a Management Authority  may affix a mark  upon any sp ecimen to a ssist in

identifying the specimen.  For these purposes "mark" means any indelible imprint, lead seal or other suitable means

of identifying a specimen, designed in such a way as to  render its  imitation by unauthorized persons as difficult as

possible.

ARTIC LE VII

EXEMPTIONS AND OTHER SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO TRADE

1. The provisions of Articles III, IV, and V shall not ap ply to the transit or  trans-shipmen t of specime ns through o r in

the territory of a P arty while the spe cimens rem ain in Custom s control.

2. Where  a Management Authority of the State of export or re-export is satisfied that a specimen was acquired before

the provisions  of the present Convention applied to that specimen, the provisions of Articles III, IV and V shall not

apply to that sp ecimen wh ere the M anageme nt Authority issue s a certificate to tha t effect.

3. The provisions of Articles III, IV, V shall not apply to specimens that are personal or household effects.  This

exemption shall not apply where:

(a) in the case of specimens of a species included in Appendix I, they were acqu ired by the o wner outsid e his State

of usual residence, and are being imported into that State; or

(b) in the case of specimens of species included in Appendix II:

(i) they were acqu ired by the o wner outsid e his State of usu al residence  and in a State where removal from

the wild occurred;

(ii) they are being imported into the owner's State of usual residence; and 

(iii) the State where removal from the wild occurred requires the prior grant of export permits before any export

of such specimens;

unless a Management Authority is satisfied that the specimens were acquired before the provisions of the present

Convention app lied to such specimens.

4. Specimens of an animal species included in Appendix I bred in captivity for commercial purposes, or of a plant

species included in A ppendix  I artificially propagated  for commercial purposes, shall be deemed to be specimens

of species included in Appendix II.

5. Where  a Management  Authority of the State of export is satisfied that any specimen of an animal species was bred

in captivity or any sp ecimen of a  plant specie s was artificially propagated, or is a part of such an animal or plant or

was derived the refrom, a ce rtificate by that Management Authority to that effect shall be accepted in lieu of any of

the permits or certificates required under the provisions of Article III, IV, or V.

6. The provisions of Articles III, IV, and V shall not apply to the noncommercial loan, donation or exchange between

scientists or scientific institutions  registered b y a Mana gement Au thority of their State, of herbarium specimens,

other preserved, dried or embedded museum specimens, and live plant material which carry a label issued or

approv ed by a M anageme nt Authority.

7. A Management Authority of any State may waive the requirements of Articles III, IV, and V and allow the

movement without permits or certificates of specimens which form part of a travelling zoo, circus, menagerie, plant

exhibition o r other travelling  exhibition pr ovided tha t:

(a) the exporte r or impo rter registers full de tails of such spec imens with that M anageme nt Authority;

(b) the specimens are in either of the categories specified in paragraphs 2 or 5 of this Article; and

(c) the Management Au thority is satisfied that an y living specime n will be so trans ported an d cared fo r as to

minimize the r isk of injury, dam age to health o r cruel treatme nt.
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ARTIC LE VIII

MEASURES TO BE TAKEN BY THE PARTIES

1. The Parties shall take appropriate measures to enforce the provisions of the present Convention and to prohibit trade

in specimens in violation thereof.  The se shall include measures:

(a) to penalize trade in, or possession of, such specimens, or both; and

(b) to provide for the confiscation o r return to the State of export of such spe cimens.

2. In addition to the measures taken under paragraph 1 of this Article, a Party may, when it deems necessary, provide

for any method of internal reimbursement for expenses incurred as a result of the confiscation of a specimen traded

in violation of the measures taken in the application of the provisions of the present Convention.

3. As far as possible, the Parties shall ensure that specimens shall pass  through any fo rmalities requ ired for trade  with

a minimum of delay.  To facilitate such passage, a Party may designate ports of exit and ports of entry at which

specimen s must be pr esented for  clearance.  The Parties shall ensure further that all living specimens, during any

period of transit, holding or shipment, are  properly  cared for so  as to minimize  the risk of injury, da mage to he alth

or cruel treatm ent.

4. Where a living specimen is confiscated as a result of measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article:

(a) The specimen shall be entrusted to a Management Authority of the State of confiscation;

(b) the Man agement A uthority shall, after co nsultation with the S tate of expo rt, return the specimen to that State

at the expense of that State, or to a rescue centre or such other place as the Management Authority deems

appropriate and consistent with the purposes of the present Convention; and 

(c) the Manag ement Auth ority may ob tain the advice  of a Scientific A uthority, or may, w henever it co nsiders it

desirable, consult the Secretariat in order to facilitate the decision under subparagraph (b) of this paragraph,

including the choice of a rescue centre or other place.

5. A rescue centre as referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article means an institution designated by a Management

Authority to look after the welfare of living specimens, particularly those that have been confiscated.

6. Each Party shall ma intain record s of trade in sp ecimens o f species includ ed in Appendices I, II and III whic h shall

cover:

(a) the names and addresses of exporters and importers; and

(b) the number and type of permits and certificates granted the States with which such trade occurred; the numbers

or quantities and  types of specimens, names of species as included in Appendices I, II and III and, where

applicable, the size and sex of the specimens in question.

7. Each Party shall prepar e periodic  reports on  its implementa tion of the pre sent Conv ention and  shall transmit  to the

Secretariat:

(a) an annual report containing a summary of the informatio n specified in  subparag raph (b) o f paragrap h 6 of this

Article; and 

(b) a biennial report on legislative, regulatory and administrative measures taken to enforce the provisions of the

present Convention.

8. The information refe rred to in paragraph 7 of this Article shall be available to the public where this is not

inconsistent with the law of the Party concerned.

ARTIC LE IX

MANAGEMENT AND SCIENTIFIC AUTHORITIES

1. Each party shall designate for the purposes of the present Convention:

(a) one or more Management Authorities competent to grant permits or certificates on behalf of that Party; and 

(b) one or more S cientific Authorities.

2. A State depo siting an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall at that time inform the

Depositary Government of the name a nd addr ess of the M anageme nt Authority auth orized to c ommunic ate with

other Par ties and with the S ecretariat.

3. Any changes in the designations or authorizations under the provisions of this Article shall be communicated by the

Party concerned to  the Secretariat for transmission to all other Parties.

4. Any Managem ent Authority referred to in paragrap h 2 of this Article shall if so requested by the Secretariat or the




